the tragedy of the french fleet, july 4, 1940
like the Minister of Information1 and the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, particularly noted for their long friendship with France,
when they were consulted were equally convinced that no other
decision than that which we took was possible. We took that
decision, and it was a decision to which, with aching hearts but with
clear vision, we unitedly came. Accordingly early yesterday
morning, 3rd July, after all preparations had been made, we took
the greater part of the French Fleet under our control, or else
called upon them, with adequate force, to comply with our require-
ments. Two battleships, two light cruisers, some submarines,
including a very large one, the Surcouf, eight destroyers and
approximately 200 smaller but extremely useful minesweeping and
anti-submarine craft which lay, for the most part at Portsmouth
and Plymouth, though there were some at Sheerness, were boarded
ty superior forces, after brief notice had been given wherever
possible to their captains.
This operation was successfully carried out without resistance
or bloodshed except in one instance. A scuffle arose through
a misunderstanding in the submarine Surcouf, in which one British
leading seaman was killed and two British officers and one rating
wounded and one French officer killed and one wounded. For
the rest, the French sailors in the main, cheerfully accepted the
end of a period of uncertainty. A considerable number, 800
to 900, have expressed an ardent desire to continue the war, and
some have asked for British nationality. This we are ready to
grant without prejudice to the other Frenchmen, numbered by
thousands, who prefer to fight on with us as Frenchmen. All
the rest of those crews will be immediately repatriated to French
ports, if the French Government are able to make arrangements
for their reception by permission of their German rulers. We are
also repatriating all French troops who were in this country,
excepting those who, of their own free will, have volunteered to
follow General de Gaulle in the French Forces of Liberation of
whom he is chief. Several French submarines have also joined
us independently, and we have accepted their services.
Now I turn to the Mediterranean.    At Alexandria,  where a
strong British battle fleet is lying,  there are besides  a French
battleship, four French cruisers, three of them modern 8-inch gun
vessels, and a number of smaller ships.   These have been informed
that they cannot be permitted to leave harbour and thus fall within
the power of the German conquerors of France.    Negotiations and
discussions, with the details of which I need not trouble the House,
1 Mr. Duff Cooper.
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